
Like us on Facebook.  Follow us on Instagram.  

Check out our website.   www.viadenver.org 

Donate at www.viadenver.org/donate 

 

The Joy of Friendship 

VIA has over 45 long term volunteer friendships presently.  In addi�on, 25 individuals have completed a one �me 

request for yard work, home repair, transporta�on to an appointment, or help with groceries.  “It is through these 

normal visits and small acts of kindness that God’s presence shows up in this world.”   author Holley Gerth   

 

Joel and Melanie Jonker have visited with Richard since 

March, 2020.  Richard requested a volunteer from VIA 

because he is very lonely and struggles with the chal-

lenges of aging.  Joel and Melanie’s visits encourage 

Richard and have given him confidence to face some of 

the hurdles.  They remind me of the verse in Ecclesias-

tes 4:10, “Two are be1er than one...if one falls down, 

his friend can help him up.”  And what be1er way to 

“help someone up” than to throw an 80th birthday 

party to show him how special he is to them and the 

people around him.   

 

Melanie invited Richard, his friend Don, Melanie’s son 

Ma1hew and me to her home for a birthday lunch-

eon.  Lunch was a simple yet elegant affair, a deligh6ul 

oasis on a hot summer day.  All focus was on Richard as 

he reminisced on his younger years, achievements of his career, the hobbies he held, & the places he lived. Stories 

we never would have known, enlightening us to the gi9s and talents that make up 80 years of a man’s life.  Don 

brought his guitar and played some songs.  We sang along.  And for the grand finale,  Melanie walked into the room 

with a birthday cake, complete with candles.  Don’s guitar transi�oned into “Happy Birthday to you” and our hearts 

and voices joined in the familiar chorus, smiles exploding from everyone’s faces.  

 

A por�on of the Lord’s character emerged upon us that a9ernoon.  Images of His crea�on, honoring a friend, ob-

serving a milestone, celebra�ng the joy of friendship.     
           Sheri DeHaan 

 Dear friends,Dear friends,Dear friends,Dear friends,    since God so loved us,since God so loved us,since God so loved us,since God so loved us,    we also ought to love one another.we also ought to love one another.we also ought to love one another.we also ought to love one another.        No one No one No one No one 

has ever seen God;has ever seen God;has ever seen God;has ever seen God;    but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 

made complete in us.made complete in us.made complete in us.made complete in us.                                        I John 4:11I John 4:11I John 4:11I John 4:11----12121212 
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Join The Joy Team 

• Woman requests a friendly visi-

tor, someone to share lunch or 

ice cream with, and a pa�ent 

person to listen.  (Hampden & 

Downing) 

 

• Blind woman requests help with 

reading mail and an occasional 

ride to appointments.  Bright 

personality and great sense of 

humor.  (First & Logan) 

 

• Elderly gentleman would like  

help with grocery shopping and 

someone to talk to about his 

faith.  (Hampden & Lowell) 

 

Please contact Sheri DeHaan if inter-

ested;   sherid@viadenver.org 

 

• Heart Connec�ons needs volun-

teers to lead a short worship ser-

vice at Rowan Care Facility on 

Sundays.  It is a flexible and brief 

�me commitment, around 30 

minutes.  Being able to provide a 

Sunday worship service is a great 

joy and blessing to the resi-

dents.  

 

Please contact Emily Duntsch if inter-

ested;  emilyd@viadenver.org 

Heartwarming Quotes from VIA Friends 

We are thankful for our wonderful volunteers. They are making such a difference serving Christ! 

Our Rowan volunteer Fred shared some comments made by Logan* during their visit.  He said  “ I couldn’t sleep all 

night I was so excited to see you.  I like you Fred.  You are one of the nicest people I have ever met. And my only con-

tact with the outside world “ 

 

100 yr. old Faith In Deed friend told her volunteer. “Last night as I was laying in my bed, I prayed that you would 

come to visit me and here you are.”     

 

A prospec�ve client said,  “I'm not sure that I will need a volunteer at this %me. However, I find it amazing that your 

organiza%on exists.  How reassuring to know that you have so many volunteers who genuinely care for the needs of 

aging people.”        *name of our Rowan friend has been changed to protect privacy  

Learning to Love One Another 

You are invited: “The Blanket Exercise”,  

When:  Sunday evening, Nov 14, 6-8pm,  

Offered by:  Volunteers in Ac�on and the CRC Office of Race Rela�ons.  

Where: The Table Public House back room, 2190 S. Pla1e River Dr. Denver 

What:  This experien�al exercise helps us understand what it was like for 

Na�ve Americans during coloniza�on and the expanse west.  

In his book, The Color of Compromise; The Truth about the American 

Churches Complicity in Racism, Jemar Tisby clearly iden�fies how Chris-

�ans and the church have historically been deliberately complicit about 

racial injus�ce.  It is a very eye opening read.  In response, Tisby also calls 

for urgent ac�on by all Chris�ans.  He lays out 3 ac�on steps for loving our 

brothers and sisters who have and are experiencing racial injus�ce.    

These are: 

1. Educate yourself about what it is/was like for people of color to expe-

rience racial injus�ce.   Read, talk, learn. 

2. Develop rela�onships with people of color.  Foster cross-racial friend-

ships. 

3. Join together with your new friends in advoca�ng for fair and just poli-

cies and system change.   

We hope this evening will part of a first step in helping par�cipants gain 

greater understanding of this topic.  Two of the facilitators are Richard 

Silversmith, Pastor of the Denver Chris�an Indian Center and his wife 

Susie.  We will also show the film, “CuQng of the Tsiiyéél, Triumph Over 

Trauma”, where Susie shares her story of being a United States/BIA board-

ing school survivor.  She tells of her nine years in a boarding school and the 

transforma�onal method she used to heal from the effects of intergenera-

�onal trauma.   

We would love to have you join us for this evening.       Donn Hansum 


